
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In Re: An Ordinance Establishing
Local Tax and Fee Rel'ief for Qua'lified
Enterpri se Zone Investments No 87-l

ORD I NANCE

WHEREAS, Columbia County and the city of Rainier jointly agreed to a package of
tax relief and regulatory flexibility upon des'ignation of the Rainier Enterprise
Zone; and

_ l.lHEREAS, t!g Ent_e-rpni se Zone was one of the ten (10) Enterpr"i se Zones
des'ignated statewide, effective January 2, Lggl; and

WHEREAS, a property tax declining percentage exemption for new construction is
available to eligible firms within the zone upon app'lication to the County Assessor;
and

I^JHEREAS, personal and corporate tax credits are available upon application to
the State of Oregon..Economic Development Department for preliminary approval as a
"qual ified investment" ;

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOLLOWS:

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON ORDAINS AS

SECTION 1. POLICY

Co'lumbia County hereby finds and declares that the health, safety, and welfareof t-h. peop'le of . the County gre dependent upon the conti nued encouragement,
development, growth and expansion of employmeni, business, industry and c-ommercewithin the County. Therefore, it is the purpose of this ordinanci to stimulate
empl oyment, busi ness and i ndustri al growth by providi ng I ocal assi stance toqualified businesses and industries consistent with.the State of 0regon Designationof the Rainier Enterprise Zone.

SECTION 2. QUALIFIED INVESTMENT

_ To quallfy for local tax and regu'latony nelief, new development and expansions
w'ithin the County must have obtained certification from the County Assessor of
Columbia County, in acco-rdance with ORS ZB4.ZL} to 2g4.
250.

SECTION 3. ELIGIBLE ENTERPRISES

Non-retail businesses w'ith an approved, qualified investment are eligible for
tax and regulatory assistance under this ordinance if they are:
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(1)
(2)

New businesses; or
Ex i st i ng busi nesses that i nc rease the avera
employees within the zone by at least ten
existed during the preceding year.

e number of full-time
10) percent over that

g
(

SECTION 4. LOCAL BENEFITS

E1 igib'le enterpnises wjth a qualified investment qualify for the follow'ing
local tax and fee benefits:

(1) Al I County permits associated with the qualified investments shall' be reduced by fifty (50) percent of the permit fee to be charged at
the time the permit issued.

SECTION 5. REGULATORY ASSISTANCE

.A]l County departments are hereby directed to cooperate to jnsure thate]igible enterprises with qualified investments receive the following
cons i derat i on .

(1) Processing of al I permit
ahead of all others.

appl icati ons f or qua'l i f i ed i nvestments

(2) Submission of any ordinance, with a direct economic impact on local
businesses, to the Port of St. Helens and the Rainier Chamber of
Commerce thirty (30) days prior to final adoption for review and
comment unless an emergency is identified and formally declared.

(3) Personal staff assistance for potential devel opers of qual i fied
investments and cooperation with the staff of Rainier to facilitate
the processing of any permits.

SECTION 6. SEVERAB I L ITY

If any provision of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed 9 sepgrale, distinct and independent provisions and such nbtOings shall not
affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.

SECTION 7. EMERGENCY CLAUSE

That this ordinance, being necessary for the immediate preservation of public
pe.ace, ttealth and safety, an emergency is declared to exist and th'is ordinance
takes effect on it adoption.
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